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Aspiration and achievement for all

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we move through another busy and productive week at Sir Harry Smith Community College, I would like to take the
opportunity to thank our students, staff and families for their continued support and commitment.

This week has once again demonstrated the many strengths of our school community. Across lessons, enrichment
activities and the wider life of the college, students have shown enthusiasm, resilience and a willingness to embrace
new opportunities. Whether representing the school in sporting fixtures, participating in extra-curricular activities or
engaging positively in their learning, many students have embodied our values of being safe, respectful, responsible
and proud.

As we enter another important week, we look ahead to several significant events that reflect the rich opportunities
we provide for our students and the strong sense of community that exists across the college.

On Wednesday, we will hold what is arguably our most ambitious and inclusive Remembrance Day Service to date,
involving the entire school community in an act of reflection and remembrance. This event provides an opportunity
for our students to honour those who have served and sacrificed during times of conflict, while developing a deeper
understanding of the importance of remembrance in modern Britain.

Following the service, we are delighted to host our Burma Campaign Competition Celebration Event. We are
honoured to welcome World War II veteran Wally Newman, whose experiences provide a direct link to one of the
most significant periods in modern history. We are also very excited at the prospect of welcoming other honoured
guests representing the Burma Star Association, and we look forward to sharing more details and highlights from the
event in next week's newsletter. The opportunity for our students to hear personal stories connected to this
important chapter in history is truly remarkable and one that will undoubtedly create lasting memories.

This week, our Year 8 Progress Checks have also been issued to parents and carers. Due to the recent technical
difficulties experienced with SIMS, these have been distributed electronically through Edulink rather than through our
usual reporting process.

Year 8 parents and carers can access Progress Checks through the Documents section of their Edulink account. Please
note that documents can take up to 24 hours to appear following notification. We are aware that messages sent
through Edulink do not always appear directly within email inboxes, and in some cases, notifications may only be
visible when logging into the Edulink app itself. We would therefore encourage all Year 8 families to check their
Edulink account to ensure they have received and viewed their child's Progress Check.

If you have any questions regarding your child's Progress Check, please contact their Form Tutor in the first instance.
Any issues relating to access to Edulink should be directed to IT@Meridiantrust.co.uk. Thank you for your patience
and understanding as we continue to work through the challenges associated with the recent SIMS issues.
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We will finish the week by coming together in support of BBC Children in Need, a charity that provides vital support to
children and young people facing challenges across the United Kingdom.

As part of our fundraising efforts, Year 11 students will be taking part in a fancy-dress day, and we look forward to
seeing the creativity, enthusiasm and school spirit that they always bring to these occasions. In addition, Friday will be
a non-school uniform day for all students. We kindly ask students and staff to bring a £1 donation to support this
fantastic cause. Every contribution, no matter how small, will help Children in Need continue its life-changing work
with disadvantaged and vulnerable young people.

Events such as these remind us of the importance of community, compassion and helping others. We hope that
everyone will get involved and support this worthwhile cause as we aim to raise as much money as possible.
Alongside these events, our focus remains firmly on ensuring that every student is supported to achieve their very
best. Attendance, punctuality and consistent effort continue to make a significant difference to students' progress,
and I would like to thank parents and carers for the support you provide in helping us maintain these high
expectations.

In this week's newsletter, we are pleased to share news of recent student successes, upcoming events and some of
the fantastic opportunities that students have been enjoying both inside and outside the classroom.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of Sir Harry Smith Community College.

Stevie Thornton
Acting Headteacher 

P.S. I am pleased to share that Mr White will be supporting our Year 11 pastoral team for a period of time. Mr White
brings a wealth of experience and has already built positive relationships with our students.

Should any Year 11 student or parent/carer require additional advice, guidance or support, please do not hesitate to
contact him directly via email. We are committed to ensuring that all Year 11 students receive the support they need
as they continue their studies and preparations for the important months ahead.

Headteacher’s Welcome   



Meet Our Senior Leadership Team



This week, we have been delighted to celebrate our students' fantastic attendance achievements from last half term.

Excellent attendance is one of the most important factors in supporting academic success, wellbeing, and positive
engagement in school life, and we are incredibly proud of the commitment shown by so many of our students.

Throughout the week, we have held special attendance celebration assemblies for students in Years 7 to 11. During
these assemblies, we recognised and rewarded students who have demonstrated outstanding attendance. Prizes
awarded included £10 Amazon vouchers, fast passes for the dining hall queue, and vouchers for delicious breakfast
muffins from our canteen.

We have also taken the opportunity to celebrate the highest-attending form groups in each year group. These forms
have shown exceptional commitment to being in school every day and have each received a large tub of sweets to
share, along with a certificate to display proudly in their form room.

Our Top Forms for Attendance:

Year 7: 7F
Year 8: 8B
Year 9: 9A
Year 10: 10G
Year 11: 11G

In addition, we are thrilled to recognise the large number of students who achieved attendance of 95% or above
during the last half term:

Year Group - Students with 95%+ Attendance:

Year 7: 156
Year 8: 105
Year 9: 104
Year 10: 120
Year 11: 107

These figures represent a fantastic achievement and demonstrate the dedication of our students and the invaluable
support provided by parents and carers in ensuring that young people attend school regularly and are ready to learn.

We would like to extend a sincere thank you to all our students for their hard work and commitment, and to our
parents and carers for your continued support. Together, we are helping our students make the most of every
learning opportunity and build habits that will support their success both now and in the future.

Congratulations to all of our prize winners, top forms, and students with
excellent attendance. We look forward to celebrating even more

attendance success in the months ahead!

Attendance Focus: Celebrating Fantastic
Attendance! 

   



At Sir Harry Smith Community College, we are committed to regularly reviewing our policies to ensure that the safety
and wellbeing of all students and staff remain our highest priority. Following a recent review, we have updated our
lockdown procedures to ensure we are fully prepared to respond effectively to any incidents that may arise either
within the school or in the local Whittlesey community.

Our procedures are designed to enable a safe, calm, and proportionate response. We operate a two tier lockdown
system, allowing us to respond appropriately to varying levels of risk while minimising unnecessary disruption or
distress.

Category A – Critical Lockdown
This represents the highest level of response. In such circumstances, students will remain inside their classrooms,
doors will be locked and barricaded, lights switched off, and students instructed to silence mobile phones. While this
is a situation we hope will never occur, it is essential that we are fully prepared should it be necessary.

Category B – Precautionary Lockdown
In this scenario, students will remain in their classrooms with doors locked and windows closed. Doors will not be
barricaded, and teaching and learning will continue as normal wherever possible.

These measures are designed to maximise safety while maintaining a calm and supportive environment for students.
In line with government guidance, we will practise these invacuation procedures annually alongside our established
evacuation (fire drill) routines.

During any lockdown, students will be expected to remain off their mobile phones. However, if a student does
contact home, we kindly request that parents and carers do not come to the school site. In the event of a lockdown,
we will be working closely with the emergency services, and additional visitors to the site may hinder our ability to
manage the situation safely and effectively. We plan to have a Lockdown Drill this half term.

We appreciate your continued support in helping us maintain a safe environment for all members of our school
community.

Lockdown Procedures



Inter-Form Cross Country

On Monday 9th November, KS3 students will be participating in Interform Cross Country. Please see the allocated periods
below:

Period 1 - Year 8
Period 4 - Year 9
Period 5 - Year 7

This is a fantastic opportunity for students to earn points for their form and take part in a fun competition.

All Year 8 and 9 students must come to school and bring their school uniform to change into.

All Year 7 students are expected to come to school in their full PE kit and will remain in their PE kit for the duration of
the school day.

Students will be given the opportunity to decide whether they would like to participate in the shorter or longer race.

Whether students are aiming for a top finish or simply challenging themselves to complete the course, this event is about
participation, enjoyment, resilience, and teamwork. We encourage all students to make their form proud and, most
importantly, make themselves proud by giving 100% effort.

Miss Ponder



Sixth Form Students Aim High with Cambridge
Opportunity

We are delighted to celebrate the achievements of Sophie, Lizy and Lily, who have each secured a place on the prestigious
Academic Attainment Programme at Lucy Cavendish College, University of Cambridge.

Lucy Cavendish College is renowned for its commitment to widening participation in higher education, with over 90% of
its UK students coming from state schools. Since its launch six years ago, the Academic Attainment Programme has
supported thousands of talented students, helping them develop the academic skills, knowledge and confidence needed
to apply to some of the UK's most competitive universities.

This year, Sophie, Lizy and Lily successfully earned places on the programme from a highly competitive field of more than
3,000 applicants. The free programme provides high-achieving state school students with exceptional academic support
tailored to their stage of study, enabling them to reach their full potential and pursue ambitious university aspirations.

We are incredibly proud of their achievement and look forward to seeing all that they accomplish in the future.

Congratulations, Sophie, Lizy and Lily!



Sports Leaders - Football Festival

Outstanding Leadership at the Year 5/6 Boys’ Football Festival!

A huge well done to our Sports Leaders, who did a fantastic job at the Primary Schools Year 5/6 Boys’ Football Festival.
The leaders played a vital role in making the festival such a success, showing excellent organisation, teamwork and
responsibility throughout the event. They confidently organised the matches, took on the important roles of refereeing
and keeping score, and ensured that everything ran smoothly. Well done also to the winning team Coates 1 and to all
the other teams who played some amazing football. 

It was particularly pleasing to see some new Sports Leaders taking part in their very first festival. They rose to the
challenge brilliantly, showing confidence, enthusiasm and a real willingness to get involved. They were a credit to the
College and demonstrated that they are already developing into fantastic young leaders.

We are incredibly proud of all our Sports Leaders for the way they represented the College, supported the teams and
helped create a positive and enjoyable experience for everyone involved.

Well done, everyone – you were fantastic ambassadors!

Mrs Hunt 



Fantastic Start for Year 7 and 8 Netball Teams!

On Wednesday, our Year 7 and Year 8 girls' netball teams played their first fixtures of the year against Hampton
Gardens, with both teams securing fantastic victories!

The Year 7 girls made an excellent start to their netball journey, showing great teamwork, determination and
enthusiasm throughout the match. Their hard work paid off as they secured an impressive 11–7 victory!

The Year 8 girls also put in a brilliant performance, demonstrating excellent communication, teamwork and resilience to
come away with a well-deserved 9–6 win!

A huge well done to all the girls who represented the school. It was a fantastic start to the season, and we look forward
to seeing both teams continue to develop and build on their success in future fixtures!

Mrs Staggs 



Boxing Futures

Students at Sir Harry Smith Community College have thoroughly enjoyed their first week working with Boxing Futures,
taking part in three exciting programmes: Sisters to Box, Box Out of It and AP Box.

These sessions use non-contact boxing activities to develop much more than fitness. Through boxing-inspired exercises,
students are encouraged to improve their coordination, stamina, confidence, resilience and self-discipline, while also
developing teamwork, communication and respect for others.

The programmes provide a fantastic opportunity for students to challenge themselves, learn new skills and enjoy being
active in a positive and supportive environment.

The feedback from our first week has been terrific, and we are looking forward to seeing the students continue to
develop and make the most of this brilliant opportunity. A huge thank you to the team at Boxing Futures for getting
things off to such a positive start!



Dancing Success in Las Vegas!

Megan & Lola dance for Elizabeth Boardman Dance Company and this half term won the opportunity to dance in Las
Vegas! 

During the National Entertainment Awards, the dance troupe won the opportunity to dance in a competition at the New
Orleans Hotel in Las Vegas this October. Along with other dancers from the Company, Megan & Lola took part in
rehearsals ready to perform on stage during the half term. 

Megan has danced with Elizabeth Boardman for a number of years. As part of this, she participates in every genre of
dance available as well as assisting in classes throughout the week. At competitions she has eight solos as well as one
duet and many troupes. 

She was very excited about the experience and really enjoyed every aspect. She had the opportunity to visit various
places whilst there, including watching the Wizard of Oz at the Sphere and visiting both the Grand Canyon and Hoover
Dam. The highlight however, was still dancing as part of the troupe which led to the Dance Company winning a trophy as
the International Dance Collective.

Lola has also danced at Elizabeth Boardman since she was very young. She has loved it ever since! She said: “We
quialified in 2024 by being awarded a Golden Buzzer that sent us straight through to Las Vegas. I had the best time
ever!”

Well done girls!

 
 

 



Mia in Year 9 was selected to represent Cambridgeshire at the National County Team Championships in Sheffield over
half term where she competed in the Division 1 section of the Championship. She swam the 100m Breaststroke and
achieved a new personal best time, which she was absolutely thrilled with!

She also competed at the Rob Wellbourn Competition in Grantham and achieved several more personal bests and won
two golds and one silver medal.

Mia has also recently been selected to take part in the Cambridgeshire County Development Programme, which is
another achievement she is very proud of.

This is a great start to the season for her considering she is only 5 weeks in. We look forward to hearing more about her
achievements as the season continues! 

Well done Mia!

A huge congratulations to Nano, who has recently been offered a place at the prestigious Loughborough College Rugby
Program!

Nano's rugby journey began at just five years old, playing for several clubs, including Ampthill RUFC and Oundle RUFC,
before joining Peterborough RUFC, where she has played for the past five years. Her dedication, hard work and talent
saw her progress to county level at the age of 15, representing East Midlands Rugby.

On 21st October, Nano attended a trial at Loughborough College and received the fantastic news the very next day that
she had been offered a place! Although Nano successfully trialled and received offers from other ACE colleges,
Loughborough had always been her first choice. This ambition began when the Loughborough head coach watched her
first county game and personally complimented her on her strengths and abilities.

This is an incredible achievement and a reflection of Nano's commitment, determination and passion for rugby. The PE
department is extremely proud of her success, and we look forward to seeing her continue to develop and achieve great
things in the future.

Well done, Nano! We wish you every success in the next chapter of your rugby journey!

Extra Curricular Sports Success!



Student Success: Sea Cadets

Congratulations to Isaac in Year 12 passing his Leading Cadet board over last weekend, demonstrating his skills in drill,
leadership and teaching others. He has earned his new rate as a Leading Cadet.

Well done Isaac!



Duke of Edinburgh - Bronze Award

We are excited to offer the opportunity for Year 9 & 10 students to complete the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award this
year. If your child is interested, please complete the form that will be emailed to parents/carers.

 

More information on the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award can be found here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LevnLlbxouc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LevnLlbxouc


Meet Our Head of Year Team



Join our Alumni Network! 

As a college, we want to reconnect with our former students so that we can keep in touch and let you know about
volunteering opportunities that will benefit our current students. We want to show them the variety of pathways
available to them after leaving SHSCC, and who better to showcase this information, than you!

We’re working with education charity @FutureFirstOrg to set this up and all you need to do to get involved is sign up
here: https://www.furturefirsthub.org.uk/register/sirharrysmith 

More information is on our website insert link to alumni page on website and if you have any questions please
contact our Careers Officer, Angela Curtis: acurtis@sirharrysmith.com

Careers Information



Useful Information

As part of the college’s ongoing commitment to
improving parent communication and sharing success,
we have a dedicated platform where students, teachers,
parents and carers can share positive news stories and
successes both in and outside of school. We have
created an email address for us to collate all of the
stories: positivenews@sirharrysmith.com

We take the safety and wellbeing of all our students extremely seriously.
We would like to remind all families about the importance of nut
awareness and the role we can all play in keeping students with allergies
safe.

How parents and students can help:

Please do not send nuts or nut-containing products into school.
Please check food packaging carefully before sending snacks or
packed lunches into school.
If your child has an allergy, make sure the school is aware of their
requirements.
Please speak to us if you have any concerns about particular products
or arrangements.

By working together, we can help make Sir Harry Smith a safe and
supportive environment for everyone.

We will be holding a non-uniform day on Friday 13th November in aid
of Children in Need. 

Students not wearing uniform will be asked to contribute £1.00 each as
they enter the College that morning.

Year 11 students only may wear fancy dress, if they wish. As with
previous fund-raising non-uniform days, we must stress that it is vital
that all students are dressed appropriately. If we consider any student’s
dress is unacceptable then parents will be contacted to arrange for the
student to be sent home to change.

mailto:positivenews@sirharrysmith.com
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Key Information

Term Dates

Contacting Us
Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first. 

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991. 

Social Media
Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.  
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