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Aspiration and achievement for all

Dear Parents and Carers,
 
It has been another busy and successful week at Sir Harry Smith Community College, and I would like to begin by thanking everyone who
contributed to our Year 6 Open Evening.
 
The evening was a tremendous success and provided a wonderful opportunity to showcase our college to prospective students and their
families. I was incredibly proud of our students, who represented the school brilliantly as tour guides, ambassadors, and helpers
throughout the event. Their confidence, enthusiasm and courtesy left a lasting impression on our visitors and highlighted everything
that is special about our community. My thanks also go to our staff, governors and volunteers whose hard work ensured the evening ran
so smoothly.
 
As we move further into the autumn term, I would also like to give parents and carers some advance notice of changes to our daily
routines that will take effect after half term. From Monday 2nd November, students will be able to arrive and depart the college site
using either the main entrance at the front of school or the gate at the rear of the field leading onto Drybread Road. We hope this will
help reduce congestion at the start and end of the school day and improve the flow of students around the site.
 
Alongside this, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will begin each day with a year-group line-up before registration. This will provide an
opportunity for year leaders and pastoral staff to share important information, celebrate successes and ensure students start each day
positively and purposefully. Staff will be working with students over the coming weeks to practise these routines so that everyone is
clear about expectations before the changes are introduced.
 
October is also Black History Month, an important opportunity for us to celebrate, recognise and learn about the achievements,
contributions, and influence of Black individuals throughout history and in contemporary society. Across the month, students will
engage in a range of activities and learning opportunities designed to promote understanding, respect and appreciation of the diverse
communities that continue to shape our world. As a college, we remain committed to fostering an inclusive culture where everyone
feels valued, respected, and proud of who they are.
 
You will also notice a new "Meet the Team" section in this week's newsletter. Effective relationships between home and school are built
on strong communication, and we know it is helpful for families to put faces to names. Over the coming weeks, we will introduce
members of our Senior Leadership Team, Heads of Year and other key staff who play such an important role in supporting our students
every day.
 
As always, this newsletter contains many stories worth celebrating, from student achievements and enrichment opportunities to the
everyday examples of kindness, effort and ambition that make our college community so special. Thank you for your continued support
and partnership.
 
I hope you enjoy reading this week's bulletin and wish you and your families a restful weekend.
 

Stevie Thornton
Acting Headteacher  

9th October 2026



Year 6 Open Evening



Meet Our Senior Leadership Team



Reporting Your Child’s Absence - Working Together to Support Attendance

Regular attendance is essential for students to make the most of their learning and school experience. We understand that
there will be occasions when your child is unable to attend school, and we greatly appreciate your support in helping us
ensure that all absences are reported promptly and accurately.

What should I do if my child is absent?

If your child is unable to attend school, please contact us by 8.30am on the first day of absence and every subsequent day
that they remain absent. This helps us ensure that we know your child is safe and allows us to keep attendance records up
to date.

If we have not heard from you:

Student safety is our priority. If your child is absent and we have not received a reason for their absence, a member of our
attendance team will begin making contact with parents/carers after registers close at 9.00am.

We will:

Contact the priority contact first, followed by other emergency contacts if necessary.
If we are unable to speak to someone directly, we may leave a voicemail asking you to contact the school.
All communication regarding absences is recorded on your child's school record.
school record.

Medical and dental appointments

If your child needs to attend a medical or dental appointment during the school day:
Please let us know in advance wherever possible.
We may ask for supporting evidence, such as:

An appointment card.
A text message or appointment confirmation that clearly shows who the appointment is for.

Only the time needed for the appointment, including reasonable travel time, will be authorised.

Please note that only the time required for the appointment and reasonable travel time will be authorised. Wherever
possible, we encourage appointments to be made outside of school hours to minimise disruption to learning.

Promptly reporting absences helps us to:

Ensure that all students are safe and accounted for.
Keep attendance records accurate.
Resolve attendance queries quickly.
Support every student to make the most of their time in school.

Thank you for working with us to ensure every student
attends regularly, feels supported and makes the most of

every school day.

Attendance Focus: Reporting Absence  



Congratulations to those students invited to breakfast with Mr Thornton & our Chair of Governors this week. The
Headteacher’s Breakfast rewards those students who have achieved something amazing, or who show resilience,
commitment and a really positive attitude, either in or outside college. This week’s guests include:

Koby - who has made an excellent start to GCSE French, is keen to finish his work to a good standard and
contribute his answers to the class whenever possible.
Eloise - for her wonderful drawing and design work produced for Mrs Kirby when completing her candle holder
project. In her English lessons, Eloise is always extremely polite, hardworking with excellent attendance. This
year she has become even more committed and focused in her learning, producing some wonderful work. She is
always a pleasure to teach.   
Elena - for being the captain of her running team. Elena is incredibly competitive and works incredibly hard
outside of school with her running. She also performed really well in the cross country last week.
Ruby - for always being enthusiastic to learn in Science. She always comes in with a big smile and also shows her
fellow classmates kindness.
Shelia - for volunteering to help on the Macmillan coffee morning, the only student to offer help. She has only
been in the school for 2 weeks, but showed great maturity, an exceptional can do attitude and was polite to our
visitors and organised and detailed in her refreshment orders from each table. Sheila is a wonderful addition to
our Year 12 cohort.
Cora - Mr Thornton was observing a lesson in English and was absolutely blown away by the effort of Cora in the
lesson. She completed her work with such enthusiasm and was willing to share with her peers for all to learn
from. It brought Mr Thornton immense pride to see her love of learning and this should be celebrated.
Isabelle -  for excellent work in French recently. Isabelle was the only student in the class who knew how to form
a regular ER verb and remembered the correct verb endings. Very impressive - well done! 
Georgia -  for excellent contribution and effort in all her Science lessons so far this academic year. She has shown
fantastic knowledge and understanding in Science and has really impressed her teacher. She has consistently
worked well, even when her laptop has been a bit slow. Well done!
Jacob  - for being such a polite and respectful student in ALH. He works very hard to achieve his learning
objectives in Maths and English. He is a valuable kind student who aspires to do his utmost during lessons.
Ini - who has only recently joined Sir Harry Smith. He has settled in really well and is gaining many positive
points. His uniform has been perfect and he has been a pleasure to have in his form group!
Tamara - who consistently puts 100% effort into her Maths work. She approaches every challenge with
determination and a positive attitude, and never gives up when things become difficult. Her resilience and
commitment to improving make her a fantastic role model for others.
Isla - who always gives 100% effort in Maths and approaches every task with a positive attitude. She works hard,
perseveres when faced with challenges and never gives up. Her determination and commitment to doing her
best make her a deserving nominee.

Congratulations to all of these wonderful students! 
You are a credit to our college!

Headteacher’s Breakfast - Congratulations! 



We are really proud of our young people this week, who came into college in their cadets uniforms to mark National
Cadet Week. 

Tens of thousands of young people across the UK have the opportunity to discover the cadet forces as the
government announced the first ever National Cadets Week, taking place from 5-11 October 2026.

The week celebrates the UK’s cadet community – one of the country’s most effective youth organisations – and the  
thousands of young people and adult volunteers who make the cadets a success.

Throughout the week, cadet units across the UK are opening their doors to schools, families, and local communities.
Cadets and volunteers can take part in outreach activities, delivering presentations to schools and places of work to
raise awareness of the programme. 

His Majesty The King has praised members of the cadet forces and the adult volunteers who lead cadet groups across
the country.

The King paid tribute to the five military Cadet Forces and the National Fire Cadets, Volunteer Police Cadets and St
John Ambulance Cadets.

In a letter to the Cadet Forces, His Majesty The King said:

“For more than a century, the Cadet Forces have helped generations of young people discover their strengths,
broaden their horizons and develop the confidence to face life’s challenges.

“In every part of our country, from our cities and towns to our rural and coastal communities, cadets come
together to learn new skills, build lasting friendships and contribute positively to the communities in which they
live.”

National Cadet Week



Thank You For Supporting Our Book Fair!

A group of students from the College Book Club successfully ran a Book Fair this week, hoping to sell as many books
as possible to earn free books for our college library. 

They raised an amazing £477.39!

This means our college library will benefit from some wonderful new books for our students to enjoy. A massive
congratulaions to our Book Club for their amazing work ethic!



Mountfitchet Castle Visit - Year 8

Year 8 enjoyed an outstanding visit to Mountfitchet Castle on Wednesday 30th September, where their exemplary
behaviour was noted and praised by staff at the site. Students explored the impressive reconstruction of a
Motte‑and‑Bailey castle, gaining valuable insight into the military occupation of England following 1066. The
immersive medieval village allowed students to step directly into scenes of everyday life, including a great hall, a
church, and an apothecary’s home. This hands‑on experience brought the period vividly to life and deepened
students’ understanding of Norman England.

A particular highlight of the day was the opportunity to operate a trebuchet and attempt to “attack” a model castle—
an activity enjoyed just as enthusiastically by staff as by students, even if our aim was slightly off. With so much to
see and do, many students commented that they wished the visit could have lasted longer. 

The trip also included time in the Toy Museum, an extraordinary private collection featuring vast displays of Star
Wars memorabilia, Action Man figures, dolls of every kind, and even guitars signed by artists such as Van Morrison
and Chas & Dave. This section of the visit added a fun and nostalgic dimension to the day.

It was a genuine pleasure to spend time with Year 8 throughout the visit. Their conduct, curiosity, and enthusiasm
were a credit to the school and to their families. The students represented us with maturity and positivity from start
to finish, and we are immensely proud of them. Well done, Year 8.

Mr White.



Student Success: Jacob Ranked Number One in
Great Britain! 

Making Waves: Jacob Ranked Number One in Great Britain!

Although we are still in the early stages of the swimming season, Jacob from Year 10 has already achieved something
incredible! Jacob is currently ranked number one in Great Britain in the 200m Backstroke — a fantastic achievement and
a testament to his hard work, dedication and talent.

Everyone at Sir Harry Smith Community College is incredibly proud of Jacob and looks forward to seeing what else he
can achieve throughout the season.

A huge well done, Jacob!



High Level Netball Success

Whittlesey Warriors Netball Club have a number of amazing netball players in college. The below students have been
successful in gaining places at various county and netball franchise programmes for the coming year. They will each of
had to go through trial days and put through their paces against the best across the region. This is a huge achievement
for each of them individually but also for their club and our community as they are putting us on the map!

Congratulations to them all!

Evie C - London Mavericks U19 Emerging Athlete Programme
Connie T - U16 Loughborough Lightning Athlete Development Hub
Leyla C - U16 Loughborough Lightning Athlete Development Hub
Eva JN - U16 Loughborough Lightning Athlete Development Hub
Hollie P - U15 London Mavericks Emerging Athlete Programme

Gracie B - Cambridgeshire County U13 Academy
Millie JN - Cambridgeshire County U13 Academy

Lily U - Cambridgeshire County U12 Development
India L - Loughborough Lightning U13 Athlete Development Hub



At Sir Harry Smith Community College, we take the safety and wellbeing of all our students extremely seriously. We
would like to remind all families about the importance of nut awareness and the role we can all play in keeping
students with allergies safe.

Our school canteen does not purchase products that contain nuts as a listed ingredient. However, some products
may carry a warning that they may contain traces of nuts. If you have any concerns about particular food items,
please contact the school and we will be happy to talk you through the information available.

We also ask parents and students to remember that nuts and nut-containing products should not be brought into
school. This includes snacks and packed lunches. We regularly remind students of this through our school
communications.

All staff have access to appropriate allergy awareness training, helping us to understand the risks associated with
allergies and the importance of responding appropriately to concerns.

How parents and students can help:

Please do not send nuts or nut-containing products into school.
Please check food packaging carefully before sending snacks or packed lunches into school.
If your child has an allergy, make sure the school is aware of their requirements.
Please speak to us if you have any concerns about particular products or arrangements.

By working together, we can help make Sir Harry Smith a safe and supportive environment for everyone.

If you have any questions or concerns about allergies, please contact the school. We are always happy to discuss
individual circumstances with you.

Keeping Our School Community Safe: 
Nut Allergies



Join our Alumni Network! 

As a college, we want to reconnect with our former students so that we can keep in touch and let you know about
volunteering opportunities that will benefit our current students. We want to show them the variety of pathways
available to them after leaving SHSCC, and who better to showcase this information, than you!

We’re working with education charity @FutureFirstOrg to set this up and all you need to do to get involved is sign up
here: https://www.furturefirsthub.org.uk/register/sirharrysmith 

More information is on our website insert link to alumni page on website and if you have any questions please
contact our Careers Officer, Angela Curtis: acurtis@sirharrysmith.com

Careers Information



Useful Information
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Useful Information

Reminder to parent/carers. Only school transport
and/or pre-arranged taxis should be parking on site at
the end of the day. Parents/carers picking up students
should do so outside the school grounds. There has
been a recent increase in traffic, and this has caused
safety issues and concerns. Please support us with this
by not parking inside the school grounds.

As part of the college’s ongoing commitment to
improving parent communication and sharing success,
we have a dedicated platform where students, teachers,
parents and carers can share positive news stories
within the college and in the wider community. We have
created an email address for us to collate all of the
stories: positivenews@sirharrysmith.com

mailto:positivenews@sirharrysmith.com


Useful Information



Key Information

Term Dates

Contacting Us
Please visit our website to find out the best way of contacting the person you would like to get in touch with. Please do
remember that if you are contacting a member of our teaching staff, they will have teaching commitments during the day so
please bear with them. If you would like to meet with a member of staff then please do arrange an appointment first. 

In any cases of an emergency, please call the school on 01733 703991. 

Social Media
Please be sure to follow us on social media. We have Facebook pages for Sir Harry Smith Community College, Park Lane
Primary School, New Road Primary School and the Aspire Learning Trust.  
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