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Disclaimer

The visualisations and imagery provided by Anglian Water are an artistic impression of what our phase 
three indicative design could look like approximately 15 years after completion with mature landscaping.

Further work is required to develop the phase three indicative design to a level appropriate to support an 
application for development consent. 

Our ongoing assessments and consultation feedback will continue to inform our plans. Safety and security 
features required for the protection and safe operation of the reservoir and other assets will be applied in 
later design phases. The findings of the environmental impact assessment could also influence how the 
project is designed.

Our proposals for the reservoir and its associated water infrastructure will therefore continue to evolve in 
the coming years and the visualisations have the potential to change in line with this ongoing 
development.
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Introduction and overview
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The East of England is facing a growing set of challenges to supply.

Why we need new reservoirs
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Reservoirs programme: Our purpose and vision

Our purpose 

To bring environmental and social prosperity to the region we serve through our commitment to love 
every drop

Our vision for two new reservoirs

Securing water supply for future generations and transforming our region by creating places for people, 
nature and water to come together

Place People Nature Water 
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A new destination for Fenland
Creating a place where people, nature and water come together
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Supporting a thriving region

This is a significant investment in England’s water infrastructure and a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to deliver lasting benefits for people and nature in Cambridgeshire
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Where we are
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Counter Drain treatment and 
pumping station into River 
Nene.

River Nene bypass pipe around 
Stanground Lock into Middle 
Level system.

Overflow pipe to watercourse.

Bexwell service reservoir and 
connection point to Anglian 
Water network.

River intake, treatment and 
pumping station to draw water 
from Ouse Washes and pump 
to reservoir via pipeline.

River intake, treatment and 
pumping station to draw water 
from River Great Ouse and 
pump to reservoir via pipeline.

Connection point to Cambridge 
Water network.

Overflow pipe to watercourse.

Madingley service reservoir 
and connection point to 
Cambridge Water network.

Our scheme
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Our phase three reservoir 
proposals
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Eastern Zone
A haven for precious fenland 
wildlife with links to the east.

Our phase three design proposals

Recreational Hub
The main recreational hub 
featuring the main visitor 
centre and lagoon.

Western Zone
Opportunities to explore and enjoy 
nature with active travel routes, direct 
links to Chatteris, and a second visitor 
centre.

Our phase three design proposals 
celebrate the unique character of the 
Fens. They show three zones that could 
offer something different, providing a 
place for everyone.
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Recreational hub
North western area

Features and opportunities:
• Main visitor centre and access to 

amenity
• Main parking and visitor amenities
• Access via the A141 
• Active travel links with Doddington and 

Wimblington (via a new footbridge)

The main access to the reservoir and focal point of where people and water could 
come together
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Recreational hub: landscape integration
North western area

• Water-based recreation with an accessible 
lagoon of 28 hectares

• Beginning of walking routes and extensive views 
• Higher ground and tree planting for more 

naturalised setting

Where 
this is

We’ve thought carefully about people’s desire to see this part of 
the reservoir work thoughtfully with the landscape 
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Since our last consultation, we have developed our thinking on the type, and amount of energy we need 
to operate the reservoir sustainably and where it could be located. This work is still ongoing.

Eastern Zone: Renewables

• Discounted wind following consideration of 
options and consultation feedback

• Proposed location away from recreational 
activity and communities - near main 
construction compound

• Work ongoing - exploring ground mounted 
solar, floating solar and battery storage

Indicatively 40 hectares of solar panels needed 

Land area proposed 

for maximum number 

of ground mounted 

solar panels. 
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Our phase three associated water 
infrastructure proposals
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Our proposals near Whittlesey

Water transferred to 
reservoir via Middle 
Level channels

Upgrades to 
Stanground Lock 
to support raw 
water transfer 
via Middle Level 
channels

Area for raw water 
infrastructure to move water 
from River Nene and its 
Counter Drain (river intake, 
treatment, pumping station)

Our phase three consultation materials will show the 
changes made since our previous consultation 
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Our proposals near Bluntisham and Earith

Our phase three consultation materials will show the 
changes made since our previous consultation 

Area for raw water infrastructure 
to draw water from River Great 
Ouse (river intake, treatment, 
pumping station)

Raw water 
pipeline corridor

Corridor for treater 
water pipeline 

Best engineering route 
for treated water 
pipeline to Madingley 
service reservoir

Shared corridor for 
pipelines (raw and 
treated water)
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Our proposals near Downham Market

Land area for new 
service reservoir 

Best engineering route for 
treated water pipeline to 
service reservoir

Area identified for 
overflow pipe from 
service reservoir to 
watercourse

Corridor for 
treated water 
pipeline 

Our phase three consultation materials will show the 
changes made since our previous consultation 



Confidential

Our proposals near Madingley

Land area for new 
service reservoir 

Best engineering route for 
treated water pipeline to 
service reservoir

Area identified for overflow 
pipe from service reservoir to 
watercourse

Corridor for treater 
water pipeline 

Our phase three consultation materials will show the 
changes made since our previous consultation 
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Strategic Corridor Integration

• Following our phase two consultation, an opportunity 
was identified to align the proposed pipeline from 
Bluntisham to Madingley with the existing Grafham to 
Cambridge project in partnership with Cambridge 
Water

• The shared corridor section runs from Holywell (south 
of the A14) to Madingley.

Benefits of alignment

• Reduced disruption to local communities and 
infrastructure.

• The project teams will coordinate on consulting and 
engaging on the two projects.

• Improved cost efficiency.

• We are working in partnership with Cambridge Water 
and the regulator to explore whether there is an 
opportunity to deliver this as a single pipeline.

Grafham to Cambridge

Blue – CON3 route
Red – CON2 route
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Constructing the reservoir
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Constructing the reservoir 

How we’re planning for construction:
• Identifying opportunities to re-use as much material from the site as we can.
• Working out how and when we need to carry out certain construction activity, and the workforce 

involved.
• Considering how we will keep impacts on people, place and environment as low as possible, and the 

ways we can manage these impacts.
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Constructing the reservoir
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Constructing the associated water 
infrastructure



Confidential

Construction timeline
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How we’ll manage impacts on the road network
 - Pipeline Corridor and Associated Infrastructure access 
routes

• Pipeline corridor access and AWI site access:
• Over 500 potential highway access routes assessed
• Sifted to one route per access point (approximately every 1km along pipeline corridor and at AWI sites)
• Estimated number of HGV movements per day at each access point is approximately 60 HGVs (equivalent to 

one HGV movement every 10 minutes)
• Some access routes will be used for more than one access point
• Further assessment is being undertaken to identify locations where cumulative impacts may occur and any 

mitigation required.

• We may need to make some improvements to some roads, such as widening sections and reinforcing the surfaces 
to prepare for heavier vehicles. 

• Further information can be found in our Design Refinement Report.
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Construction and transport proposals
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Environmental Impact Assessment
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Environment delivery since phase two consultation

Environment 
delivery 

since Phase 
Two 

consultation

EIA Scoping Report 
submitted to the 

Planning Inspectorate 

Review the Planning 
Inspectorate’s Scoping 

Opinion 

Ongoing field surveys 
to gather baseline data

Survey data will inform our 
assessments

Liaising with key 
stakeholders

Stakeholder input informs 
early assessments and 
emerging mitigation

Supporting masterplan 
development through 

habitat design

Input to DF3 and DF4 design 
development to avoid impact. 

If impact is unavoidable, 
minimise as far as practicable.

Developed strategies for BNG and ENG

Supporting 
Environmental 

Information 
Report
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Public Consultation
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Design of the main reservoir site

Reservoir construction, traffic and transport

How we would construct the associated water 
infrastructure

Our consultation is open from 15 October until 10 December 2025. We will be consulting 
on our phase three design proposals for:

Supporting Environmental Information Report

The associated water infrastructure

Phase three consultation
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We have prioritised engagement with landowners, talking to those 
directly affected ahead of sharing information with the public.

We have engaged through one-on-one meetings with landowners, as 
well as our landowner engagement forum.

Drop-in events will run prior to community consultation events.

Engaging with landowners
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People will be able to provide feedback in several 
different ways:

• On Anglian Water's project website using the online 
form: www.fensreservoir.co.uk

• Sending an email to: info@fensreservoir.co.uk

• Sending written feedback to: Freepost Fens Reservoir

All feedback shared will be reviewed, recorded, and 
carefully considered as we develop our proposals.

We will publish a feedback summary report after our 
consultation.

Providing feedback
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Community events



Confidential

Any questions?
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