
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Ref:  521d 

 

 

2nd March 2023 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

Unregistered/Abandoned Boats on the Middle Level Waterways  

 

The Navigation Advisory Committee of the Middle Level Commissioners has requested that I write 

to all Parish & Town Councils in the area of the Middle Level Waterways to advise you of its powers 

of Enforcement in relation to unregistered boats. 

 

Obviously, this letter will be of particular relevance to Parish Councils which are adjacent to our 

waterways. 

 

By way of background, the Commissioners promoted the Middle Level Act 2018 through Parliament, 

which give the Commissioners power to regulate use of the waterway and to register boats using the 

waterways on payment of charge by the vessel owner. The Act also gave the Commissioners powers 

to make Byelaws and the Navigation Byelaws were approved in 2020. 

 

Further information about Navigation System on the Middle Level can be found on our website, 

www.middlelevel.gov.uk . 

 

The registration system has now been in force for 2 years and the Commissioners are now taking 

formal enforcement action against unregistered boats and also have powers to remove boats which 

have been abandoned on our waterways.  

 

The Navigation Advisory Committee have asked that if any Parish Councillors are aware of any boats 

in their area that appear abandoned or to be moored unlawfully, if this information could be supplied 

to our Navigation Officer – Kevin Russell on 07725 134170, who will investigate and take the 

appropriate action. 

 

It would also be of assistance to us if this information could be put on your Council website to advise 

members of the public. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Lorna McShane 

Solicitor 

Middle Level Commissioners 

 

MIDDLE LEVEL 
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 enquiries@middlevel.gov.uk  

Website:  www.middlelevel.gov.uk 
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