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UNESCO Biospheres 

701 Biospheres in 124 Countries

7 in the UK

Global Recognition for Special Places

Biospheres deliver:

✓ Sustainable Socio-Economic Development

✓ Environmental Improvements

✓ Knowledge Exchange



Fens Biosphere geography    (Draft, pending further consultation)



The Blue Network



Agriculture: A Success Story



FUTURE-PROOFING

The Fens’ Assets

World-Class Agri-Industry

World-Renowned Wetlands

World-Class Knowledge

Building Resilience
Across Economy - Environment - Communities



Whittlesey – cultural and natural assets



Whittlesey – cultural and natural assets



The Fens – the first occupants
Flag Fen and Must Farm



Whittlesey: Growing Fenland and Heritage Investment
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Fens Biosphere: 
Supporting Socio-

Economic 
Development

Cumulus Consultants, 
Social and Economic Value 
of a Biosphere for the Fens 
– Report & summary leaflet

https://www.fensbiosphere
.org.uk/resources-
advice/reports-and-
downloads/

➢ Bringing Partners together

➢ Sharing Best Practice

➢ Levering in Funding for Projects

https://www.fensbiosphere.org.uk/resources-advice/reports-and-downloads/


What BENEFITS would
a Fens Biosphere bring?

√ Global Recognition: International Accolade

√ Boost to Economy: Identity Branding & Produce Marketing; 

Green Economy & Low-Carbon Agriculture Investment

√ Thriving Communities: Advice Hub - Community Resilience

√ Sector Coordination: Best Practice Resource Management; 

Sustainable Development; a Healthy Natural Environment
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“The Cambridgeshire fens are one of our most significant 
landscapes, full of history and meaning yet sadly 

diminished in their value for nature. We need to put that 
right, by pursuing a vision for sustainable land use that 
works for people, nature and the economy in the long 
term. The Fens Biosphere project provides an exciting 

opportunity to find solutions for this incredible landscape 
that respect the past and honour the future. I’m delighted 

to be involved.”

Dame Fiona Reynolds, 
Master of Emmanuel College Cambridge
and former DG National Trust
Fens Biosphere Ambassador



➢ Your input sought

➢ 13 Jan Virtual Conference


